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Green 

Diamond 
NEWSLETTER 

 

  A WORD FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 

It seems that it was just the other week that I was wishing you all a Happy and 

Safe summer. Alas, already the leaves are starting to change colour and the days 

are getting shorter. 

 

As a Club, we have had a great summer with almost back-to-back bookings for 

Tara, new faces trying out water skiing and loving it, and all spaces sold out at the 

day’s pottery event, which was a lot of fun. The extensive work we invested in the 

water ski boat paid off and we have had a completely reliable vessel all season. 

  

A big thanks to Lottie who has put this newsletter together yet again, but we really 

do hope that someone will come forward and offer to take up the role as Club 

Secretary to share the load of running the Club. Please do spread the word!  

  

I hope to see many of you at the Pre-Christmas lunch. It will be a great time to 

catch up and socialise again so please book your tickets quickly before they  

sell out! 

  

Amanda James 

Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk 

AUTUMN 2021 

  Photo Competition 

Read about the photo competition to win 

a year’s FREE MEMBERSHIP! 

  Special events  

Join us for the final event of 2021!  

  Section summaries  

Read about the Canal and Water Ski 

sections and what the future will bring! 

 Change in membership 

Details of the changes to the 

membership as of January 2022. 

  

 

We are still 

looking for a 

Club Secretary! 
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 PHOTO COMPETITION 

As the Green Diamond Club has had a busy summer, especially on Tara, we are running a photo 

competition for members to send in one image that captures "my GD summer adventure". 

 

Attendees to the GD Pre-Christmas Lunch will anonymously choose the winning photo. 
 

The winner will receive the prize of a year's FREE Membership* 
 

Please send your entries (one photo per member) to Steven at steven@stevenmorris.com ** 

 

Each photo will appear on this page and the winner will be announced by Monday 15th November 
 

*THE PRIZE IS FREE MEMBERSHIP FOR ONE PERSON FOR ONE YEAR 

**PLEASE SEND ONE FILE PER MEMBER 

**CLOSING DATE IS MIDNIGHT ON WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2021. 

**FOR DATA PROTECTION PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT ANY PERSON THAT APPEARS IN YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY HAS 

GIVEN THEIR PERMISSION FOR THE IMAGE TO BE USED FOR THIS COMPETITION 
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  SPECIAL EVENTS 

Thank you to everyone who attended the pottery event on the 

4th September. It was great to see so many people and 

fantastic to spend the afternoon after the class in the pub 

with you! It was a classic GD event with lots of laughs, and 

some hilarious moments during the class… especially the 

moment when Abby Whitfield’s pot flew off her potters’ wheel 

whilst she looked away, only to look back and it was gone!  

Thank you all for a great day! 

What’s next? 

It has been a long year without group celebrations, so let’s get 

together for a pre-Christmas lunch: 

Saturday November 13th – 13:00 

Members = £50 

Non-members = £65 

Davy’s Wine Vaults – Greenwich 

161 Greenwich High Rd, 

London 

SE10 8JA 

What’s included: 

3 course set menu meal (to be pre ordered) 

Pay at bar 

Private dining area  

Entertainment 

 

Individual bookings or tables of 4, 6, 8 or 10 are available. 

Please note there are limited numbers and therefore bookings 

will be taken on a first come first served basis. 

To book your space or if you have any questions, please 

contact Amie. 

amievjames@gmail.com 
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  CANAL SECTION 

 

Tara's had a very busy season and she has generally been 

reliable and appreciated by all members of a nautical 

persuasion. 

 

At the time of writing, she'll be heading off the Thames at 

Reading and then westwards down the River Kennet to join 

the Kennet & Avon Canal. Post-season, she will be at Devizes 

Marina for some improvements and maintenance work to be 

carried out.  

 

Top of the list will see the grease-packed stern gland being 

retired in favour of an entirely maintenance-free silicone 

affair. Anyone who's had the task of repacking the gun with 

grease will applaud this upgrade and it'll ensure that the bilge 

stays free of water. In the case of any other leaks, the bilge 

pump has been replaced with a fully automatic and more 

powerful model. 

 

The two small leaks in the roof (one at the top of the middle 

bedroom wardrobe and the other above the table) will be 

sorted out and the damage she sustained to the top right-

hand corner of the cabin last year will be put right at the same 

time. 

 

The wiring in the engine compartment is a bit of a mess and 

this is going to be sorted out, tidied up and will be given a 

thorough health check. The broken alternator bracket (which 

caused the premature curtailment of one crew's adventure) 

has been fixed and some gremlins in the leisure battery 

charging circuit will be checked. 

 

Tara's going to be on a winter mooring this year which means 

she'll be more accessible if club members want to use her 

over the winter months (subject to canal works) and she'll be 

available earlier and later in the season for hire. Huge thanks 

again to John & Diane Varian for their stewardship and 

mooring of Tara during the closed season these last few 

years.  

 
Many thanks to the skippers and crews who have made this 

year such an outstanding success and for their forbearance 

when things did go a little awry - much appreciated. Please 

remember that she's fully equipped for winter cruising (I've 

tried the central heating and it works well) so if you fancy a 

weekend away on the water instead of staying in a country 

cottage (much better value too!), please contact me. 

 

All my best, 

Kav 

Canal Section Leader 

davidkavanagh@thehomesteaduk.com 
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  WATER SKI SECTION 

We have had a great summer down at Chichester lake this 

summer, with 4 big weekends, and a few smaller weekends, 

where we are restricted to 15 people. It has been great to see 

new skiers, as well as experienced skiers on the lake.  

We introduced 2 “Give it a Go!” days which were successful 

and gave new people a chance to try the sport. 

The boat has been reliable (hurrah!) all summer, and will go 

for a full service and will be winterised by Midland Nautique. 

This, although more expensive, is vital for us to have 

continuous success summer after summer. If you have had 

any problems this summer which I don’t already know about, 

please do not hesitate to let me know, so we can get these 

bits sorted.  

I do believe that Robin, Steve, and Duke (the Committee 

members of Chichester Water Ski Club) appreciate our help – 

I think we are the only one’s who clean the loos! With 

communication, I feel we can usually solve most of the 

problems that we cause!  

They have this year opened up more of the lake to allow 

slalom practice and less serious skiers to enjoy 

simultaneously. We also now have access to the bar at the far 

end of the lake!  Brett Hodgkins was over from Antigua to offer 

professional coaching and several GDs have benefitted from 

his tips. 

If you are interested in becoming a driver, please do not 

hesitate to get in contact as it would be great to have more 

weekend leaders. In addition, if you have any questions do get 

in contact with me!  

Have a fantastic autumn and winter!  

Lottie x 

Water Ski Section Leader 

Lottie.james.93@gmail.com 
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  CHANGE IN MEMBERSHIP 

 

Dear Members, 

 

This is just a friendly reminder; at the last AGM it was voted to help keep the club moving forward by abandoning free life 

membership. We are therefore asking all current and new members to pay an annual subscription.  This is in line with 

similar successful clubs. 

 

We are switching from a Standing Order membership payment system to a Direct Debit service come the New Year. You 

can expect to hear from Euan in the coming months as we move everyone across to this new system.  

 

As a reminder the new membership cost will be: 

 

£30 pp for single membership 

£45 for a couple membership 

£60 for a family membership (including 2 adults and children under 18 years) 

£20 for >75 Members and/or social members 

 

Please note, a couple’s membership refers to two people residing in the same residence, and a single membership is for 

those 18+ (as soon as a child reaches 18 years, they will be referred to as an adult). 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Euan 

Euanstoke1@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

  COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 

Amanda James – Chairman 

Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk / 07808 474523 

Nigel Pay – Treasurer 

nigelpay@outlook.com / 07956 367098 

Euan Stokes – Membership Secretary 

Euanstoke1@hotmail.com / 07478 435343 

Steven Morris – Website 

stevenmorris@stevenmorris.com / 07973 523160 

Amie James – Special Events Officer 

amievjames@gmail.com / 07732 179493 

David Kavanagh (Kav) – Canal Boat Section 

davidkavanagh@thehomesteaduk.com / 07971 387305 

Lottie James – Water Ski Section 

Lottie.james.93@gmail.com / 07597 567424 

John Varian – Maintenance Officer 

John.varian@ntlworld.com / 07889 473375 
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